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“I’m not going to be 
vanquished by these events. 
I have four children left, 
grandchildren to think of. 

I don’t intend to be 
laid low or pulverized. 

If I collapsed, 
the morale of the family 
would be lowered.” 



A visit with the indomitable 

ROSE KENNEDY 

SiLtiJif! nil "fen- I Mini of her limin', “the 

Wikiss'iiW' Mouse." w c I It Teddi stand hip Uv. . slit- 
u lour I .1 liilli' tribute Tir'd h ritlrn for I ilk. ’Ite 
to tf*. a deeply i ; ■ I * l: i ■: 1 1 s - mjin.Li Iju | Fm whit'll hi* Fillhrr 
■ 111*1 I *" j re 'm arntefid," ’ll*- Ucj-llil Thru. u> ||ir 

t.- .r - .III;--. k fs -I. U‘H .ii.lin ml sjrenk of him/" 

Ih-cni rrirrj. -hr -a-sib taunted Teddy : 'That's 
mIj% wr- h 1 1 lI -n mill'll lr-- Lnuible with him I him \fi| 
Hthrr ht,i-! " IhJihy hint lu hi.n-k -o Hindi. sin- niliAed : 
p '”iih in i hr- kindly ■ . l i - - 1 i ; i i I ■ ■ us fit by ndliu. uldei 
hmllirr-. hulh wilt hemes nnil honor sludenls Still. 
i| W;is Unl.|.v whir EJOi llm-lir-L fon(httll k'Mf f ! 

Kvm Usl sinnnurr. when “et er* thhi« was sc. de- 
nim idi/rd. I-Mirri jiU'jt." hn day remained well-jrut- 
lerrn-ii, dr-* i< .| , m . ! Indm, . L i- ;dw hi *. Urn's ul Mass |v* 

" I ' rr - i-i iiifj .dli-iw.ifd for 2 » minutes ol [TriiyiT 

tmd iTrt-i I i r ; i h 1 1 1 1 ' J h . i j >#■ lio-r. " .1 fidhru im fish toner rtl 
M. \;mi'i ]r, Ft Mirim- Pm I. ltiJIs Im. "heemlse she 
fins (In- mosl serene Iftilh rd urn hirinau l\r known 
. . . shr- - hir - 1 - . 1 r fiirwi-r and «|on, ami *lrr*mrdl in 
iknt fainih." li I hr ptuhftitHiut finder- h' l.dk in the 
iVr-yenrodd 5.- M'-f, she rliides ’’you Inns'" hn nddm 
\oier> tliililljllj'h jllS-iili- I [if E'lllJl I'll. 

"Oj-tmlm.i K” i- wlfji a huh who laps on iiriph- 
!-.ii l - 1 huri's hr warn them tin? efoildi. V- hikes are on 
I hr hi', mi. ami M's jilmiH lo jjiin. She's |rr-iim ui-r ton: 

^ hen llir L lotinl randy —lore man sen| lir 1 a >-{?■! hill, 
rim uj> hy hn riind< hildn-n In-! -urrmirr. -Ire- asked 
1 1 1 i an hrmheti auemmi. 

She hivakfanU* with hrr husband, .b'-e l'h C Km- 
nrrlv. Si., | hr iniet i morions. dominating h'ouudiftp 
balhei. who's hrrn midr a Hr! HE siwe it -jmke jn ’lit. 
Ilriha'sn I often rouir jhrw nstalrs imw. rsiT’fil hi dijr 
in |}|i |rno] Ml! s.iil 1 1 ri his houl. the 1 UirlifK “I nlil f.n 
l ar-rw lu'lmm] with hitil.” sin- s;n - -Erncp. *sf r-onflu- 

('OiitininMl 



hhwr A njj.vIi, ; l ‘$n$n't fhrrr it bot>k abuts t \firltrf. 
flHgi’It) ritfb‘i} Thr \ ^ 1 ..iry ami iFio E'-la-'r Y Thai\ 
h hn I xri v f ij 1 ■ has h rt-u . 

\n'i’n Day. even ihr railrliw jjnne. >0 

Tfn-r' Krjiili"fE\. 7!;> Yi\>rn youtl”. wjiths hriskh. hjIi- 

titriK . d- -hr (Itu-S evr 1 1 day . ill' n* IMS Lh«- mihflrs! H Min- 

iii- E'.iii tsirirtsr', lotiaii lu v r nwtii eaiims L'olf ha-r ami 
wearinj; J i'-mmi -..I d snw hat f for ulm-h-lv spa]. 

■ 1 - ll-i di'hr is istrrLl«hr ImE shlirl, hri'LiLls^. a- 
slk" rirphims. she's mil r;if]’s iri” i'|uh- “whirh mtu! the 
I 'nil- ,im ilisl;mre." 

WUru j :i-k her si'orr, shr shushes nif, so as jioe 
U‘ r I i - 1 T Jict ^Cilfras just terinji off. I \l\ shrnn lit for 
nine hirh-r. » ] Ih-ii sin- Fishily rrrrilh ;i story alurME hr t 
-■■li John, of ivhom irhr rnn now -m'ak rEisih. ^rw|v 
I'h'di'il f J H>nlrni, ho was jt*ol I m - in Palm ik.-nh a inf 
w liiu ki'. I ;ii 1 Jn; hall, imly Ell hit ;i f-r-i ■ 1 1-1 Srri'h'r man 

who mi- drr-i-i j lL s a 1-addi ". “E iliiu'l 1 mii H- mhtri 

l!u- e\Llt't |ruiiH h line." sin* "ImjI In- -aid fi-rfi 

Ijolirr as |’i r-ji lorn (Irdn'l ilo intsi-li. Imt al imsl hr 
didn't do thall" 

lli-r j'Jrihltni. Innsl oF lift 27 timli'idhh>Ti. 

hi Ed Jim I Jiirktr- Emd Jill ^nthi-rrd ill dir family com 
IhJinid dlls ['..1st saiL hmutifnl Mimnie.r. hut now |Tirr\ 
were f»«nif Jm«. ’*1 fr-j- 1 isnlrtlpd."" she -aid. j Ll-I rirtn- 
"willi im InisFiand ill and lb rhiiiln'ii nivni 

Y wi‘ lnlLetl ihree muimin^s, she'd Hiflr-n |ji r*f;U M 

ii Eudh aim: dob m till “after I hr lumriiC mid I 

ni.ndil iioniln-, sshirlt of so inEtrrv '? 'Tin- Ntni-mhi'i 
her -oh. iJrr Pro-idml. will llEt^e ]>i-i*rt. irirredildi , Inr 
m-lm- dead. Rohcit. ihi* inontli. nmdd hinv I. 1-11 Kk 
\\ liiT'r s,-F lie luui-hed on dull farsh framuii. Im 
jn uLiil, stundry (ioflijmsuF broke. hehht» (he ctmi- 
nmiil ol an 1 'Id friend, who suv*. "'Shn m-\ Ml Jel.s ikm n 
ire 1 -tiard . . . Vi*u w inder Imw tiloir >he ran In?.” 
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ROSE KEXXEI>Y.,m!]L. 




Shr doesn't sfatrr the family portion fpr snifi/iy\ fait fau been n nfu .sa/Rf V same 5S yew*. 




AfTHTjfff/j;: rfie .on?. lAj- (ruts n ji'miiMaWr /fgJDV, 



One of her 
favorite mottos: 

"I know not 
age nor weariness 
nor defeat.” 

niOTOG RAIMIS RY STAX LEV TRET ICR 



fent-t' i ft.OODio dm* I to be 1 answered, in Ate morning. 
At i3h - ir], shp plunges inhn the weim; L ’].f I rtiorTt rxer- 
i'ise. I don't sleep." Winters, she fee-skates. When 
with Teddy. she ran I ions: T ’lf wr -dip. hi me bili- 
wc vi- .1 history up Ton many bad k ^ in this funiiW 

E VN.MNr.s_ SHE GOES 'Ml wilh tier ^ i ■ I f im- 
proving- reading, Si-lfiiitl.u to Km it'll 
and (tPhtilLII I'frords. ll prnvocEUtYe 
T\ prop nun* about toph* like cupilal 
Jpunishvrieiit. gsii, lhe Ecumenical 
I Council. Sava an nkf family friend: 
"Slie fc the original rid fimpr over of Lhe Ktiroedys- 
W® 1 * " illi-ii, up-to-date, outgoing to her 70’s i lion 
die was in her SOW’ 

Curiousd)'. i T| I pm ih feral hip Kcnnctly sugns, 
the hounding Mother, appear* Lis a secondary 
lip m i'— a foofaotc here, a paragraph there. Perhaps 
il s h'l'aiHd 1 ‘vims not inir jh-p live. rite's never 
ili"ii':iir unji Ji nlrt-ui herstM;' to qdote daughter Jean 
Kennedy Smith. win;) . 1 1 1 ■ I - " L Shr Wa-i a I -ip JnlMlt'V 
Itlul mfliwn.-i' ■ ■ r i nil nf nv She's |ej- r lbli hrighl. in- 
ipiisitivt. U'n funny- Till mine thaw father Was. Sin- 
i dNsianik excri’LMip her brain. Everything she doe* 
Ini’ a pnipwe. I III- foot she htte nit mu- mut’h in latk 
Id now fr ipjiie a priiblriiJ." 

Her aVention in self- rev e tali tin could also !»■ dd- 
fashion-pd Rostun h irii or New England reserve 
'Hien-arr many reminders id JfK. espiviuFJv. IP Ium 
V f'id, her s]y Wit. ieim piston for lieiaih books. places, 
fai ls - ■ ri n 1 1 her often reinailahh- eandor 

W illi sudden ho! tup. mm miming; when E"d 
snafi]iiTi fny nolihiKik shi.ll. .the a ski'd: "Why should 
I bare ruy erim thlllS? ’ Him, in moot protest : "1 don't 

noi'd the publicity " 

fbAv lhe past weekend, -he'd been [o another 
f tine i at. ih at uf a youugr'i Im.rhor. h3. She nod her 
brother John are I lie hisi . .f siv Fituperald I'hfldreii 
-i ill liv’mp. Sd i' could iiol huiebeni i::-t for this j.uiv 
ef pld-gchool ri'terve lo sil for iulfniewi just iIsh -11 
'[" f)Of answers lu many ipieslmns, | add insights -up. 
pfi' il I ■ v hn fliililrru n m I friends. 

Sile Iwpan with In inks, ihote she’d ir^il f)f bile, pas- 

■sypes that had been uf sprrini nomforL. ■ \ tho 
ihe-sn [ read many of |}te honm-di works. ' h T7ir\ ‘n- 
M» irpetilKiMs. aivnV flier? Si foil of inaerm aides .” j 
fw si or ihnoi. 1 linnes. I’ve reread llle hinrii! of 



Men 111 ill 1)f t dte tlealfi of ht-r gtapdi-Hiit. from Euripides’ 
Tin Trvjnn if hint n, ... If yon hme |o>t a rtiiid. il ts 
Irrriidy moving; ii sliow^ ]jf^ T «otw| hirtime- ran stnl- 

i!- lib. bfi (irne -il Liner llLtill. dial ihi-se IrraOMiies 11 LM, ■- 
-irmk Families in s,, many renlimes pasi, | jirs| |- nil 
arrutsil ia !hd*n Hflyw' fhitCifl vf Jar. ^phesaid: 
llle Hill’s jiir viviil. huisian. an evil aorsHn.irv nriii to 
jfttiol] iif sshol i’\ m si trier jM-r>ojl feels when he nj 
site has to ]njry a younger [lersoii. 

L, If! Iiavr a |a’l>ollLt] motto, il's jn'rlllljei die tin* 1 : 

I know mat a^- j nor wearim-s noi defesif.' fnmi Fil 
Zfim'.s Hay. by John Ihiehnu: ii was urn 1 ill Jjn k s 
raun rle fiooks, ,\o. I’m ool n my *t St . hill sre Dug flam- 
inarskjoht's Ifm/riVjp.t, rertajn passages taprept so 
many venlirs: lhe imn-rtniidy nhnul die future. Ami 
life Is fraught Milh fiain and di'mppnjntineip, Jaek 
noec r-ehiH il llml same I heme, in ,i I rtluHf to Ho1.otI 
fVbsI: thal lie knew life is both triumph and r>rdeal.” 

senator Trdilv Ktirnnh : ”.SA/,i tn’r:i ut isafti U 1 'tf si tori' 

fathers liiitrsi, annl fo fff stimulus from him. 

her srjrr.T utit in the trorhf : rom . jthi r has ti> (fu jf ror /rer 
fHjr.'i. ,S/||‘ ronxtnnth mtttls mv ili(ifiin£i t ory m.ipf. 
fh t tit: x I should kmw tifwtt: . If you tenth teith hernial 
iht r*- s (i fall in the conversation, a hell point out n 
ehurrh. nul l) you kww its history. The eurit>&U\ 
nut y he entsu from my priuttlfafltet . trim, ns ratty or r if 
Boy ion, tvax hiiyy nhunt rvervlluiip. from the prior 
of pumpkins, til the trathitir of Streetlights'' 

She tttiil on; “Pearl Rtiek wrote a wonderful 

ing book abiml how jj-Ih- fell when she bad Uf leave 
her menially i [’tarried child in a home. This was 
I rue with our daughter Kusi-murv. \> sj B , l ,j >f 

!'•■! Eirotheij. and 'oders wen- Ihisv with sr-l ■ ■! ■ she 
reiiiifeithrfncl we wmilt'ln'i lei Sn-r ^.i i J a Root alone, 
been foe it was sn da i g,-; ■ m.- ThalV win J .pi Ik jAhmiI 
menl.d relaribitioii w henevei possible: i e.tft spenik In 
parent who are nverw rotipht. baffled flhout wh;U to 
'111 with I her i vhildren. ] tnnJi-i s]and (he cross fliey 
|)i - ar arjfl ran speak from the lirarl ami coin foil them.” 

One sen-ses. as she l:dks, dial for her. flif’iu S'.dind 
traumas, whieb luHr ne ver hoideiL were; first. I hr 
anguish over Rosemary, whom -he i aisod w ilh fovinp 
an vleih until she was 21 and now visiis in a Midwest 
home. Thrn. there W us the death of her ■ ifife--] sun. 
Joe. Jr., in \\o)lfJ War I h “In main wavs. 1)0 was lhe 
simil'lesl Irt the faniib. ... I l ouhln'l have Ihm-it mur-- 
surprised In le:ii)i ilmi Jaeks IO .+i Harvard was 
I tidier than Joe s . . . he dfdjr I work as hard, he was 
O)ore like mr, 1 ' Nevl. her brtlbaM, witu duUghtei 
Kalldeen. si j murh like Rose, perished in w plane Liraob 
in l't-Ub “Jimi stu' lived, she WmlM tune tun-] even- 
thing I cavity, lvit. SritelMgener', an f rtplisli title, 
weallb.” 

In Hose hi'IIITtlllv s ])fh r r)f ""ilpoiiv and r-i'.-l 1 . ’ 

whill lime kern Air crstusins? “HJjv mush.” she said. 

" the dav i oil pel Mill i led: having a sou rdei;lei| I’rrsj- 
denl.il Imsbmnt Jm:i>nie ^nfliassaiJiu- loflreat Rritilhi: 
spr-ndillp weekends ,i| imlsm Ihtsfle with lhe lipfe 
priio esses . . . oh, 3ill|e ihriigs. like gelling mi lirs] 
mink rout, readiop in li new.spnjn r thill illy htlshand 
W:ls Worth liftv. of was il ufie hundred mil lion h Ih »i- 
htis? A\ fiy didn't you Ml me you had all that monev T 
I askr-d. I le silui. "How i'HFuld I Ird! Vets when I didn't 
know- ]| invself?’ " 

IbeiF’ were others i " Ml end) up flu- ruronaljort of 
Hope Hi)j.s\||, wifli eight of ei lv idiildren ;ts Imooied 
gile-:-. My son joe. Jl.. W usll I I heir, [-N-e.ausy he was 
ilk Spain observing lhe Civil War. a cnieiy! event in 
idsiorv : Ills fill her urged hisrl to. . . . 1 ufihe main 
fathers. Ml. Kennedy would rulbef slav in liie Imi'b 
grmind- pushing, plodding lhe bnv - to IriiViJ, ||fv 
velnp. expand themselves. met*t im;uFr1ailt [nriFple. He 
was rn nse Ten lions ah out giving tbrm rtjUIll in h sire- 
liiges , , even lhe ehsinee Ml |HiJtticifl nffire." 

for ioslarire; *’ | f Ifoiibv went |o Emope. his 
eoEitimied 



Spuafap pnff halts J IB* hnrtf (heruttyr »i fwthrrs wrklint the tninem i. hut hint them .the iliiff 
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>klt C^i^-^rrt 
vssti k* Wrtk rijcrr shvTy JK 

:: >r^fc^i f&f a ijLwKttS tKlV. 

' $&$ „ 
OTSSw. 

VW-Jt &nfvpft& iktr ivictc* D 
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SA/s framed this poignant irrse, by an Irish poet. 

Even though 
' everything has been 
so clouded 
since the tragedy.” 
she tries to keep 
up her diary 



failirf might wo : ‘I'd Itkf van to look tip Kurd Jh-Rvor- 
broofc aboard ship.' That might have kru an nrdt-al 
for 43 y« ,lJ < ] ^ mail of If-: perhaps he'd rather meet 
pn-iu girls i which he did I . Hut meeting jteopk- in all 
walk*, of life, illustrious older men. gave him ronli- 
dence. n sm'nir-hirv. Cmihrh'tu'e breed* rnnAdcn-re. 

~^WT~ " T" JJi \ tilt: isir»> wni- young. 

■L IWL j they were under ray w tng,. but 
■k j K / then I heir father, trim knew the 
Ifc / / OUtridr world, advised diem on 

■r their riirrcrs, their studies: They 

▼ ▼ were obedient, hut if they got into 

trouble. tir’d eas. L lell me the truth, and J 31 grt you 
out. Life, he fltsu taught them, waWl oldy study. 
fudilkMl ambition blil fun too, Because lie wo* in 
the iiuoii' i-ariwss. we had screening* at the house- : 
thi y met mans thcai rival people. He'd been a great 
atMclf. ;i bast-ball plaver in hi> youth. and So hr 
*purrtsl thorn on in a thirl if s.” 



Emu* r Shrirer rrmem hers ha M their mother spurred 
/hern on : '’Mother aiwreys prat'd, ett jolt'd ttltd pt-ndtlnJ 
tti s on our pay. Hut It he hits firm niUtttfi to be simply 
ti fUftidrsrrifH nonentity ;n ike hm-kpruund. She 
urged ti i its travel, because 'when you're you tip end 
olftitr/iri . tknt t th*' time people like In hens you talk, 
letati ye u t idem. U firtj y,-m'r,- V. -,.■ Of/. 
about v . - 1 j ■ Her fudsUod jutL-tntW s aj p <, r( f il!} y 
one \ iti the family . . , .s/je y highly eaippetitirt' tint l 
m«r.M rued . . interested m (people) teh (t at - ampliih 
thing*, tiho're tearhed l ht mp m thetr pm ie<sn>,M_ 
whether music, literature, fashion, govemmenL 
business . . . . Finally .the i ofarvys been 100' . n tirnm 
she lores pretty rttothes. part ;<■*,. dannrsg. p-uelry. 
gaiety, She's grcnf with men. ,r fart pf her sptip 
in- Sun love her " 



for ,i!-. ojf aild L--L. K.IM' hi-iuiiiis ii.i- bin : • ■ .. 

ing an an auks-Ho^TAphy 1 1 > -h-. . r - !■ \,,i 

wHi, now : everythin^ 3ia> bt«n >r. eftjuded onw tlio 
iraprfly . , but l make m nos in my dials whenever I 
van. fShrbogim i 1 a ei Loudon mans veai> ago.] I cn- 
roUragi-ij ull the children lo keisp r]ianr>. a rn utd of 
win-r ii -i ii i- lo pnts on I-I lllrir r hiJdrrrt, Lnuk rtt thr 
Adama fanaLly, who rworded generiixiim> of tbir-. 




How ViiliijiMc thoitt- myrrmirs .(rvl 

''Ms rt aiiltip nllfjn triggers llllle siinimrir-: Thr 
honk A icbvUtf and Alexaudm s itirllv rrminfid me of 
,L s-lory bvld lis a grr.it Friend of no, Father's, Sir 
rinmui-i Liplo.ii. Itlnssip once wild I wns going to 
ituiTt v him 1 - The Empress i on feswd the tmly tinu'du" 

fell >a fr from assa»inatiou ivas aboard hi* v etc hi +I 

lo « little, wrilwcriu Ida-’k nolrlxtok. she also 
Eot^ fiuwri items that pique her curin^Uv. |iV jammed 
with odd hit* of information and homilii-s. nealb 
divided into sections: drhnitioio. ] ili raso . me-ti. 
women, oolitic*,, religion, quotes from writers likr 
Emily I ti-’kiusrui. (jt-orgi I liol. (Yihus. ^oloinon. 
One jisige J* tilled. “di<tiJ|aii.uj of suhlimr wiwjom.'' 
.Notebook sarnpiest 'Trieste is ethnically luloir,." 
“(.rowding a life does not always enrif h it " T.inri- 
liunoiifin in frcnrl of people is a great sign of muna- 





lurily." M lf ue have a choice to make, what shall it 
he? Serenity. normality, contentment and passible 
mediocrity [ XE i £R, sh e a ump ire J ... o r challenge. 
stimulation.' 1 Face old ape boldly. Dr not be dr- 
reived. F i-i r although the outer man U firing cor- 
fUpied. I he inner man growi, stronger day Lv day.” 

She collects ncHspajxr items too, 

"Afn-r meeting Congressman Adam Clarion 
Rowell. sh-- said. L_ ] wondered whv his r blirvli n.i. a-- 
tfifflea the Abyssimso Qsurdh n — so there 1 * a flip an- 
swering that query. 

In any ntm ersalion. M iksc Kennedy is likrlv 1u 
bring up the unrvpe-i ted subject. Lord Harlech, din- 
ing with her hi si summer at Jean Smith’s house, 
lourrd himself hemp queried about the great old 19lh- 
century Engb&h homes. Didn't he think, she asked, 
they’d influenced British politics, as places where men 



rould dolly in leisurely talk rather than rush about 
as they do in the** frantic, crowded times’? 

Hip families, of course, are her specially: ” 1 Tn 
ohby generations, mothers some time 5 breame worn, 
old i mf fore their time, shapeless, dull. Now, a young 
mother, housebound by sum! I children, can be so 
well versed, thanks Jo radio ami TV. Years ago, if I 
wnn’ed to hear French spoken. I went to a French 
Catholic church to listen to the sermons. Mow. tin nty 
records, J can hear the hcsi modern French diction 
ami prmc— the works of Claudel, the Comrdir-Fran^ 
Cflifr, Colette J though I don't much like her voire], 
Raising children is a challenge - They keep you young. 
ali\r. abreast of new things In the world. ... If van 
pass this up fora career, wha! have you got at the end 
of a lifetime? IscrgpbooksF' 

Your htisbiind once said he’d never heard you 



Hhr phys fi feu- bars 0/ Sweet 
Adrlinr, it mj the them? 
svrtg of her father, the 
irrrprrm'Mt "Henry fist' 
Ftltgrrafd. mayor of Boston. 



continued 
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ROSE KENNEDY 

L-OVTTJiCEt* 

“I felt Teddy 
made the right 
decision, for the 
obvious reasons . . .this 
was not the time.” 



complain— is that humanly possible? Mrn, K: "I 
never had much to complain about, did 1? I’d never 
burden him with domestic problem*, because he had 
to travel so much* was so busy when the children 
were young. If he were in California and I had a 
minor car crash* he’d only worry if I told him-and 
what could he do about it anyway?" 

Did that happen? '’Yet, Once in Hjannis. I 
crashed into a tree and had a Few stitches taken. The 
chauffeur phoned him without my know ledge because 
he was afraid Mr. Kennedy would read about it in 
the papers." 

Arthur Krockf. columnist^ says of her: *'She nos a 
marvelous mother, calm* jermr, rwrurd, extremely 
well educated but nothing stuffy about her, When foe 
made harsh statements,, she’d reprove him quietly, 
and he u-aj meek as a lamb. She never let him forget 
that he was the first Roman Catholic appointed to a 
big position, as Ambassador m Great Britain. She dis- 
suaded Mm from openly disputing with FDR. who had 
appointed him , because it tend'd seem so ungrateful. 

'7 don’t think she ever recovered from Joe, Jr.’s 
death; that eldest son had great strength. Or that of 
Kathleen— she was the star of the family, a blithe 
spirit with more mt than anyone but Jack; Kathleen 
was Rose , udtA a more released spirit ” 

H OW DID SHE FEEL about Teddy’* 
possible candidacy for President? 
C+ I was in Europe*" she says* H ‘vis- 
iting Eunice, during the conven- 
tion. I didn’t realize how strong 
the pressures on him had been un- 
til 1 got home. Teddy greeted me bv joking: 'You 
almost had another candidate! 1 

M I felt he made the right decision, for the 
obvious reasons . . . this was not the lime. ... I have 
worried about his safely, yes, but I feet he should go 
on in politics. 

“This is a new sensation for him: He's always 
been told to get in there and hustle, tq make the most 
of his opportunities. Now, he is advised to take it easy ! 
He’s ambitious: he wants to do what the older boys 
did- He enjoys travel, meeting people. He makes 
speeches with gtcal clan and a wonderful smile I he’s 
very much like my father in looks, personality, Ids 
mlcnrst in public affairs, the easy approach lo peo- 
ples . . . Better omit that comment on his smile! Or 
he’ll say: ‘Mother, win don't you say serious things 
about me? 1 So letV mention his capacity for bard 
work, his thorough preparing of material. 

"... Everything has been so demoralized this 
summer , , - there used to be my husband, my son*, 
to help with things, Now. Sargent [ Shriver] is abroad. 
Teddy must carry moat of [he load, with Steve Smith - 
"He [Teddy] makes a great effort to help Ethel, 
to sec his father frequently because he know* mv 
husband misses Bobby so. 

"All the boys have hern responsible. When h.is 
older brother was alive. Jack was apt to goof off in 



debonair fashion— that was natural. But when [Joe] 
was killed. Jack took on the responsibilities, seeing 
[hat his father and I were taken care of— that family 
members were with us at Christmas atsd holidays, 
that his father had news of the outside world, political 
events. Then it was Bobby ■ , . now Teddy, ...” 

An old friend; “Bobby has been a terrible loss , . . 
he spent so much time with her after JFK’s death; 
she really leaned on him . He was the most dependable 
man h 'ho ever lived.” 

Jean Smith: “She’s mad about Teddy, of course; he 
and 1 were the ' babies J kind of the last gasp, so u-r 
don’t remember the close family life the older chil- 
dren did , The family wtw trc London, so / went to 
boarding school at nine; Teddy , icAen he teas seven. 
Mother's philosophy was, I think, if you do the right 
thing by your eldest, the rest will follow the example. 
By the time we tame along, the older ones Kerr, gone, 
and maybe she'd gotten tired of reading L Bo-PeepJ 

"Everybody's place in the family h'UJ different. 
Bobby first ate with us in the nursery: then he grod- 
noted to the big table. He naj different, and she 
worried about him , because there mere four girts 
ahead of hint * so much competition from the older 
brothers, and he was accident-prone, always /ailing 
out of trees , gelling tor in his eyes. 1 . . 

“She was pleased when he decided to run, but she 
worried about his HAIR. ,ds usual, she didn’t tell him 
directly „ Ske said. ( Pat, you warn him that older 
people won't vole for anyone with hair like that, in - 
eluding md' 

"She’s always, in a way> been on her own . . . we 
hod no big social life, growing up; nobody coming in 
Jitiidt for cock laih or dinner. Father wasn’t that way. 
She built herself a little house on the beach, at Hyan- 
nis, where she could nap. 'her retreat.’ A jiazm blew It 
away, and she rebuilt it; that gat swept to sea tap. 
Sow, tee all try to call her as often as possible, with 
all the netej. because she’s pretty much alone. An old 
friend from Boston comes up to visit. She sees Mary 
Lasker in New York. Helene Arpeh in Paris,” 

Mr*. Kennedy relumed to a recurring theme: 
"Everyone in our family was taught to develop his 
talents and interests to the utmost and In? responsible. 
If voU just sat lazing n round the pool* nobody was 
much interested in you. Even getting together as 
grown-up*, we’d ask each other— whom have you 
seen, what have you learned? Eunice i. who was living 
in Chicago . . how is Mayor Daley getting on? Fat, 
what’s the latest Hollywood gossip? Me? If I’d been 
abroad* Fd report on whether the bikinis on the 
Riviera were longer or shorter, i Ful that in about the 
bikinis* because everyone thinks I'm sn saintlike! C 

! askr'd about Ethel and the children- How bad 
they been? “Busy and active nr always. . . . Occilsion- 
iilly, three or four children may snuggle in Led with 
her at night. That would be appalling, impossible for 
any other mother, wouldn’t it? But not Ethei! Now. 
she's thinking of starling up the Hickory Hill semi- 

continued 
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nor* a^iain. I think that's wonderful, . . . 

“Bobby, Jr., kept n diary this summer in Africa 
t.heV aUo writing a book on his specially, animals). 
Kathleen was on an Indian ruserva lion in Arizona- 
sh* jnharr^ her father's interest in minority problems. 
I think Christopher [now four J may turn mu to he 
dir' rml pidiiir inn in that family . lie’ll drop in on his 
grandfather and say. Tat all aloft* in ttty house, may 
I go tin your bout today? | think I ran run it.' He's 
got that confidence, 7 '’ 

U Ethel raving her children a b Rose Kennedy? 
"Von II have lo ask Ethel. I did persuade her to divide 
Up the children at mealtimes into older and \ uungcr 
^rou|i.-. Otherwise, iht- big ones dominate (he conver 
saliou: the little ones don’t get a chance, The idea of 
having I he children hr godparents for their younger 
brothers and sister* perhaps was mine. It draVrs them 
1 loser, iner 'eases their responsibility.” 

Then: “Yes, (here are advantages to being a 
pra n dm other— sometimes yon can tell your grand- 
children to go homeE” 

RTK T * decision to try for the Presidency— did hr 
insult her? "1 was in Hyannis when he deliberated. 
The children know that otice they make a decision, 
FI! go along, lie didn't seek my approval. bul he 
phoned to ei plain (ha I he didn't fetd he could remain 
silent when the things he believed in, about the Vjcl- 
n:i!Ti war, his concern for the impoverished, wen: in 
abeyance. Hr was such an activist. ACTION must be 
tbc kevnotc of his memorial.' 1 

""^F~ T" ti.vr about the violence in 
/ America, which has struck 
/ down (wo of her sons in five 
/ years? “In retrospect. every- 

W W tiling seemed so normal, bo mild 

* w hen J ark w as President . The big 
issue was the religious one: live debates, over remote 
lillle islands— Quemoy, Matsu, Now, life is, so turbu- 
lent, there have been riots only a few mites from here. 
TV. they say. makes troubles so dramatic, people tan 
see wealth, affluence; the inequalities are so much 

mure Apparent ” Unit "1 believe, as Jack said, that 

lhe*r problems ore man made and can he solved bv 
man. Most people I know arc eager to try . to chr 
lime, money L effort, resolving them. Bobby tried hard 
in his own way, urging his more affluent friends to 
act in the liedford-Stuyvesant area." 

She mused aloud, in half-phrases: “Sometimes 
I wonder if there h something about my famii;. which 
invite- Mi'lciuc. Js It envy; you ask? I don't know. On 
f V ime night I beard that j,ieople had written that man 
[Si rban SirbanJ, approving. ... 1 can’t understand. 
. . . It was like those people in Dallas who chcrn-d. 

“‘Perhaps God doesn't permit it. , . . I've had so 
imji'b. a r-on as President, two as senators, a son-in- 
law who"* an ambassador . . . jrerhaps God doesn’t 
permit that much. We came from very humble begin- 
nings; why should the Kennedy* lie so special? Why 
shouldn’t a Nixon or Humphrey have hi* chance? . . , 
Often, when I see children in a schoolroom. I wonder 
which little boy will he President. You never know," 

Like a character out of mythic Greek tragedy, 
she has so many limes endured the unendurable— 
what keeps her going? “I’m not going to be van- 
quished by these events. I have four children left, 
grandchildren to think of. I don't intend to be laid 
low or pulverized. If 1 collapsed, the morale of the 
family would be lowered. I have bad many gift a 
showered on me, nnd 1 have many obligations -there 
is a biblical saying:" Of everyone to whom much has 
been given, much will be required,' God wants differ- 
ent things of different people. 

"Willpower, just willpower, doing wh fit's neces- 
sary, keeps you going, . . .You' re lucky if iou are born 



ROSE KENNEDY 

Cfi.VTEiVl'EO 

“I don’t believe in 
telling people 
bad news at night; 
it only robs them of 
sleep and strength,” 

with great interest, a spirit -of seeking; it is one of 
life's greatest gifts. , . . Partly, it conics through up- 
bringing. partly tenqwr ament. ... I know people 
with advantages who simply follow the sun and who 
are bored and boring.” 

What gifts have been showered on her? ’’Health, 
education, money, prestige, family, an ingrained 
sense uf responsibility; influence in strategic places, 
to interest a President or senator in a cause like men- 
tal reiurdalion and thus implement worthy causes." 

Has religion helped? "Faith is a gift too. If 
you’re fortunate to has given faith, you must enrich 
it, never lose it. by reading, prayer, observing." 

■Ezrrrfce Skrivert “A 1 one of us is especially pietistic or 
solrfrin about religion, but Mother has a burning 
faith Similar to that oj the great martyrs who would 
rather die for their faith than live without (V, it came, 
/ think, from her Irish heritage, of which she is very 
proud. None of tu has her intellectual concern, based 
oft extensive readings in theology, philosophy, church 
history. . . . She frequently writes letters to people she 
doesn't know, who have suffered a serious blow in 
life, as an act of charity or thoughtfulness,'' 

How did Mrs. K develop such awesome self-disci- 
piirsr? “IP* been easy for me to do things. I mar- 
ried a Catholic, a man of my own age. my own reli- 
gion: we had the same ideas about child- raising, so 
those problems didn't develop, I had a happy, bal- 
anced childhood. , ( . My mother was a very sane 
woman, with a lot of common sense, who saw no use 
in gelling excited about thing*. For her, it wasn’t a 
light way to act; partly, it’s a New England quality. 
It is traditional to be sensible about money, for ex- 
ample: if you ha\ e a surplus, it's to be sprnr for useful 
purpose, not on Iut cuaEs or flashy cars. We tried to 
instill that philosophy in our children, though some- 
limrs it was hard to explain why they couldn't have 
2b mo re cen (s' a |] owa nee 1 71 

Eunice Sh river : *\ . . Mother was a strict discipli- 
narian. Lunch iccfj or 1, prompt. If you were late, you 
missed the course. Every Thursday „ tcenr to the 
public library to get books. We had tennis lessons, 
swimming lessons, our teeth straightened, all of ns. for 
seven years. We were computerized at an early age, 
but fortunately by U very com passionate computer 

Mrs. K continued: "'My children have had material 
advantages, bul they've always done their share. They 
were fortunate Lo hove Joe as an example. He didn't 
smoke or drink kfntil he was 2i, and so they didn’t 
cither. Its interesting: Both Bob and Ted married 
girls who didn't smoke or drink before they married. 

“Even now. when 1 go to cocktail parties, oc- 
casionally I finesse it by saying no thank you to the 
drinks -Tve already been lo two or three parties F ” 

Her curiosity, avidity for travel, interest in lan- 
guages, where did they come from? "My father's in- 
fluence. E w as the oldest girl in a family of six. and be 
often took me on travels, taking great pains Lo explain 
things. It was hia idea I form a club for young women 



of my age, to discuss current events r , r do you know, 
I once won a high -school debate, urging the curing of 
immigration laws? It’s a cause my sons -Jack, Rob, 
Teddy — have carried on." 

Really, she bad wanted lo go to Wellesley Col- 
lege, but her parents writ her to a German convent 
finishing school in Holland- "My German ihen was 
belter than rny French— it was a wonderful language 
for exploring Goethe, Schiller, listening to Wagner’s 
Ring at (lie Salzburg nr Bayreuth festival*. ... If I 
hadn’t married? Perhaps I’d he a music teacher. 
My daughter-in-law Joan has now usurped my place 
as a pianist; she’s much better lb an } am, 

“Once in a speech, w hen L said, ‘Some mothers- 
in -Jaw arc smarter than their daughters-in-law/ 
everyone wondered whether I was talking personally, 
f meant Mrs. Khrushchev, whom 1 met in Vienna— a 
sturdy, charming woman of peasant stock, a reader, 
teacher, linguist: she spoke English well, though 
neither of her two daughter* in low did. 1 tried out 
my German and French on them, and they didn’t 
know those languages cither! 

“Somewhere, Mrs. Khrushchev' had read an ar- 
ticle about my wearing I he same dress at the Presi- 
dent’s inauguration that I had to the coronation in 
England— and she asked me for my beauty secrets l I 
liked her— she was the kind of woman you’d ask in 
perfect confidence to baby-sit for you, if you wanted 
to go out some evening.” 

How does one break terrible news, like idling 
her husband of the Sen n tor’s death? “Nh nitre Ann 
Gargan [who's been bis constant companion since 
she left a convent some years ago] lold him in the 
morning. I don’t believe in telling people bad news 
at night; it only robs ihem of sleep and strength. 
Better to wait for daylight” 

Only last June, she was a slight erect figure in 
black, stumbling down a hill at Arlington Cemetery, 
bearing a candle to Bobby J s grave. (A friend says 
that even on the funeral (rain, she urged her children 
lo wave and he seen by the crowds, who had waited so 
long,) “It was 30 moving,” Mrs, K. mjs, “A sign that 
read, ‘We love you Bobby." The vast throngs, pcojilc 
on rooftops, off sizes, colors, ages . . „ how their faces 
lit lip when you waved or they caught sight of Teddy. 
As one writer said, many pundits didn’t realize until 
(ben bow powerful Bobby’s appeal was. I think now r 
be might have been elected President. ... If it had 
been relic arsed for k month, it couldn’t have been 
more dramatic, heartbreaking, ... My children rose 
to (he occasion, as they always have, 

’ "The v ’vc btren Uoiulcrfid, buoying Up Ethel and 
Jackie when they’ve had difficult moments, helping 
curb other without making a big issue of ii or bother- 
ing me. . . . All they had to know was that Ethel was 
having a rough lime. Jackie was depressed, and they 
provided sympathy , companionship when needed," 
Her reac tion, ]a|rr, to the thunderclap news of 
Jackie's remarriage wait in character: < aim aud ac- 
cepting. “1 think she'll be very happy . . . it’s been 
quite a lonely life for her. My husband and 1 have 
known Mr, Onassis for 15 years, and \ dined with 
him In- re this suutmcr. ThrreY been such excitement— 
a* I told someone, w e never do things in j ust ordinary 
fashion; it’s always a big explosion. 1 " 

Nothing cornea simply in life seemed to be her 
big philosophical conclusion : “You have to work at 
every thing In this life, don't you? Whether it's your 
marriage, your cooking, your children —or your face!” 
Then, as she walked home across (he cum pound, 
which more than any other pl&c* On earth is Kennedy 
turf— and had never seemed more beautiful or de- 
serted --he gestured toward a green, rolling lawn, 
fronting the sea. "That’s where the President’s heli- 
copter used to land.” she said, "It used to be so ex- 
citing in those days. . , END 
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